
5 Love Languages 
Module 4 – Receiving Gifts 
 

Giving gifts transcends all cultural patterns. 

Even if Gifts is not your primary language, you probably still enjoy them. 

Dr. Chapman notes that gifts are visual symbols of love 

• It shows a spouse was thinking or remembering the other 
• Gift is the symbol of the thought - and giving it is an expression of 

love. 
• The cost usually doesn’t matter unless very disproportional 

2 Corinthians 8:12 
o “For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to 

what one has, not according to what he does not have.” 
o From NIV Study Bible footnotes: “What matters is the willingness. 

Which is the motive of true generosity, no matter how small the 
amount that can be afforded.  An outstanding example is the poor 
widow.” 

Dr. Chapman’s tips if you are ‘not a good a good gift giver’. 

• It is one of the easiest love languages to learn 
• Don’t wait for a special occasion – especially if gifts are important to 

your spouse!  Waiting may be fine if it is a very expensive or extra 
special gift, but you can also give simple, ‘everyday’ gifts.  Plus 
receiving something you are not expecting adds the element of 
surprise and makes it more meaningful. 

Proverbs 11:24-25 

“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds 
unduly, but comes to poverty.  A generous man will prosper; he who 
refreshes others will himself be refreshed.” 

 

 



Gifts and Money 

• Individuals have a Spending vs. Saving orientation 
• Gift giving comes easy for spenders 
• Those who like to save sometimes find it hard justifying gifts.  If this is 

your case, think of giving gifts as a way of investing in your 
relationship and filling your spouse’s emotional love tank. 

Read 2 Corinthians 9:6-14 – (Too long to copy here) 
 

The Gift of Self 

• This can be more powerful than tangible/physical gifts. 
• Extremely important in times of celebration and crisis. 
• Your physical presence becomes a symbol of your love and if is not 

present, your spouse may feel unloved 
• Two points to note: 

o If physical presence is important to you, be sure to tell your 
spouse.  Don’t expect them to read your mind!  (Isn’t this true of 
ALL love languages?) 

o If you are the one hearing this from your spouse, pay attention 
and take it seriously! 

Proverbs 25:14 
“Like clouds and wind without rain is a man who boasts of gifts he 
does not give.” 

Luke 6:38 
“Give, and it will be given to you.  A good measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For 
with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

 

The Spirit of Giving 

• Dr. Chapman says: “At the heart of love is the spirit of giving” 
o If we choose to speak our spouse’s love language, especially if 

it does not come easy to us, could this be considered ‘a gift’? 
o Think about the Love Tank Game.  (See notes from the first 

module on how to play this.)  Fulfilling a special request from a 
spouse could be considered a gift 



• We mentioned before that the cost of gifts usually doesn’t matter.  
Likewise, they don’t have to be given all the time.  Nevertheless, if 
this is your spouse’s language, then it is important because it 
expresses your love for them.  

2 Corinthians 8:7 
“Just as you excel in everything – in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in your love for us – see that you also 
excel in this grace of giving.” 
 

Additional Thoughts 

• Dr. Chapman notes: “Everyone likes to receive gifts, but for those 
primary love language is Receiving Gifts, the best part is not the item 
itself but the feeling of love the gift expresses.” 
o How do you feel about receiving a gift? 
o Why do gifts convey love so powerfully? 

• Think about John 3:16.  

“For god so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” 

Reflect on the three awesome features of this perfect gift:  The Giver, 
the Gift and the reason for giving it. 

 

On Your Own: 

• Surprise your spouse with a gift within the week.  It doesn’t have to 
be extravagant or expensive – just something to show you love them. 

• Try the Love Tank Game.  Remember, these are requests, not 
demands… so make them reasonable!  If your spouse won’t 
reciprocate, don’t be discouraged.  This game can be modified so 
that you can be the sole giver.  Learn to give unconditionally because 
biblical love is about doing for others without looking for a reward. 

 

 

 


